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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Please enter the following Preliminary Amendment and Remarks before examination of 
the above-identified patent application. 



In the Specification 

At pag e 1, after the Title, please insert the following: 

- Cross-Reference to Related Applications 
The present application is a continuation application of U.S. Serial No. 09/045,213 filed 
March 20, 1998,. which application is incorporated herein by reference.- 
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1 CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING FACSIMILE 
TRANSMITTED TO THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE (FAX 
NO. (703) 872-9306), ON AUGUST 31, 2004. 

Elaine Rait to 



REPLY 

This Reply is responsive to tbo outstanding Final Office Action mailed July 2, 2004. 
No fee is thought to be necessary. However, if any fee is required for entry of this paper, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge our Deposit Account 06-0029 and is requested to 
notify us of the same. This Reply includes the following; 

• Amendments to the Claims as reflected in the listing of claims beginning on page 2 
of this paper. 

• Remarks beginning on page 8 of this paper. 
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